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KNOW THYSELF 


"Who keeps himself occupied 
with Armenian coins? How many 
Armenians do you know who are 
interested with those consecra- 
tions and discover the lost 

coins, ed./ ?" (M. Eretzian, 
"Bazmavep", Venice, 1936, p. 36, 
in Armenian) 

More than four decades have 
passed since the above lines 
were registered. Armenian numis- 
matics has madea long journey; 
furthermore, it is not abandoned 
and not destined to perish. 

Let us examine the quantity of 
those who are interested with 
Armenian numismatics within the 
perspective sphere of numismat- 
ics. The membership of the Amer- 
ican Numismatic Society is 1,842 
(1977) or approxiamtely 1 person 
per 100,000 Americans (total 200 
million}. The membership of the 
Royal Numismatic Society is 992 
(1976) or approximately 1 person 
per 60,000 Englishman (total 60 
million). The membership and di- 
rect subscription (to Armenian 
Numismatic Journal) of the Arme- 
nian Numismatic Society is 80 or 
approximately 1 person per 75,000 
Armenians (total 6 million) liv- 
ing in this world. Therefore, 
Armenian numismatics is not living 
anapathetic and sterile period; 
but it has reached a new climax, 
perhaps one of its brilliant and 
fruitful periods. 


ee 
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THE COINAGE OF TIGRANES I * 


In working at the third volume of the new Hunterian Catalogue, I 
have recently had occasion to examine somewhat carefully various 
specimens of the money of Tigranes I. As a result, there have 
emerged certain points that seem to render possible a more com-= 
plete and orderly arrangement of his coinage than hitherto sug- 
gested. It may be convenient to have these formally recorded in 
the Chronicle. At all events, the foot-note to which I had orig- 
inally intended to relegate them threatens to expand tc altogeth- 
er unreasonable dimensions. 

It has been generally -and I believe rightly- assumed that 
the issues of Tigranes, so far as we know them, commenced short- 
ly after he had made himself master of Syria in 83 B.C. The 
prominence given to the Tyche of Antioch upon his coins shows 
pissy that it was rather as a Seleucid king than as ruler of 

rmenia that he struck money. Further, it is intrinsically im- 
probable that he was allowed to retain any right of mintage after 
he had been humbled by Lucullus in 69 B.C. This stretch of four- 
teen years I now propose to divide into three periods. Character 
istic coins belonging to the second and third of these periods 
are dated. Here, therefore, there can be no doubt as to the prop- 
er chronological succession. That the first of my periods is al- 
so the earliest in time, is less absolutely certain. But its pri- 
ecrity will hardly be seriously questioned by any one who consid- 
ers the superior style of the coins that attach to it, combined 
with the neat way in which they fill an obvious gap. tt is, of 
course, quite conceivable that the periods indicated may have 
overlapped. At present, however, there is no evidence that they did 
so; and, intil such evidence is forthcoming, we shall be justi- : 
fied in keeping them apart. My re-arrangement is, I should ex- 
plain, based entirely on the silver issues. At the same time it 
has seemed desirable to attempt to account for the copper also. 


PERIOD I. 
UNDATED. STYLE VERY FAIR. TITLE BASIAERS 
Silver 


Here I would place the great majority of the tetradrachms that 
have come down to us. The following is a general description of 
the types:- 

Obv.- Head of Tigranes r., wearing a lofty Armenian tiara, 
decorated with an eight-rayed star placed between two 
eagles which face outwards, but have their heads 
turned back; bead and reel border. 


* Reprinted with permission from "The Numismatic Chronicle”, IV 
Series, Vol. II (1902), London, England. (The Armenian histo« 
rians consider the above discussed Armenian ruler as Tigranes 
II. See H. Manandian, "Tigrane II et Rome”, Lisbon, 1963. Ed.) 


ae, 


Rev.- BASIAER2 (to r., downwards). TIPPANCY (tc 1., down- 
wards). The Tyche of Antioch, draped and wearing 
turreted crown, seated r. on rock, holding palm- 
branch in her r.; at her feet, the river-god Orontes, 


swimming r.; the whole within wreath. 
JBu/Ws Cx Pie JOVI Bef 


The workmanship is, as a rule, good. On the reverse there 
are usually to be seen, either on the rock or in the field, one 
or more monograms or letters. I have compared the monograms and 
letters that occur on published specimens. The result of the 
comparison have been valueless. All that can safely be said, is 
that some combinations appear to represent magistrates' names. 
should add that during this period the silver issues must have 
consisted mainly, if not entirely, of tetradrachms. I have met 
with no examples of any lower denomination. 


Copper. 


Among the copper pieces which I would assign to this period, 
three sets can be distinguished. I apnvend to each, in grammes, 
the weights of all specimens about which I have exact information. 

(i) We. 5,31 (Be bal; 4023 (Hunter). 

Obv.- Similar head of Tigranes r., wearing tiara; border of 

dots. 

Rev.- BASIAERZ (to r., downwards). TITPANOY (to 1., down- 

wards). Nike advancing left, holding wreath and palm. 
(ii) We. 3.69 (B. %.); 2.91 (Hunter). 
Obv.- Similar; but behind head of king, A. 


Rev.- Similar. 
[in Tee  Plre KOE eee 
(iid). Wo. 4.15 (Paris). 
Obv.- Similar; no letter, 
Rev.- BAZIAER= (to r., downwards). TIMPANCY (to. 1., down- 
wards}. Palm filleted. 
/Babelon, Rois de Syrie, Pl. XXIX. 13./ 
In connecting these with the tetradrachms described above I 
been guided partly by style and partly by the inscrintion. The 
execution is distinctly superior to that of the silver of Period 
III.; in particular, the different treatment of the tiara 
should be noted. On the other hand, on all the silver of Period II. 
The king has the high-sounding title of fasAcie fusdtov, These two 
considerations are confined by a third. Letters and monograms are 
found on the reverse of certain examples of (i) and (iii). Small 
as is the number of available copner pieces, 1 have observed at 
least one case of undoubted agreement with the silver. The letters 
QM are shown in the field left on the tetradrachm figured in B. 
i. C., Pl. XXVII. 6. They are recorded by Leake (Num. Hellen. p. 
38) as occuring in precisely the same position on a copner coin 
with the tyves of (i 


Lh 


PERIOD II. 
DATED. STYLE FAIR. TITLE BAEIAER=S BAZIAEQK 
Silver 


With the exception of a tetradrachm at Paris (Babelon, Rois 
de Syrie, Pl. XXIX. 15), the only pieces I have noted as falling 
within the second period are drachms. The following general de- 
scription will suffice for both denominations.- 

Obv.~ head of Tigranes r., as in Period I.; border of dots. 

Rev.- BASIAEQS (to r., downwards). BAEIAEQN TIFFANOY (to 1., 

downwards). The Tyche of Antioch seated r., as in 
Period I., with the river god Orontes at her feet; 
letters in field r., and beneath. 

/E. Me. C., Pl. XXVIII. 8./ 

The workmanship is fair. The letters on the reverse call 
for special attention. These beneath vary but little. I find 
=K, =C, and ZK recorded. Probably, therefore, they repre- 
sent a mint-mark. Those that appear in the field r., above, are 
much more interesting, as the following list will prove:- 


AA (Imhoof, Monn. grecq., p. 438.) 

E A(BsM. C., PL. XEVIT. 6.) 

¢ A (Hunter.) y 

Z A (Imhoof, Monn. grécg., p. 438) 

H A (Babelon, Rois de Syrie, P,. XXIX, 15.) 


It is plain that we have here to do with a system of dating. 
Before discussing it further, it will be well to dispose of a 
minor point. Very often there is a third letter in the field 
just above the head of the river-god. Under the year 35 (EA) I 
have found recorded the following:- 

(Imhoof, Monn. grécg., vp. 438.) 
Z (Babelon, Rois de Syrie, p. 215, No. 24.) 
H (Imhoof, Monn. grécq., v. 438.) 
OG (3. MG. Pl. FeWte. ¢..) 
{| (Gat. Gréau, Pl. V. 2445.) 

Similarly, under the year 36 (SA) I have observed two 

varieties. 


Q (8. M., unpublished) 
H (Hunter. ) 

The inference is, I think, clear. During at least two years 
the month of striking was usually recorded. Instances of similar 
orecision will readily suggest themselves. The one most in noint 
is the case of Tigranes's own relative and ally, Mithradates. 

Returning to the more important dates, I may point out that 
the numbers are too large to admit of the possibility that they 
indicate regnal years. On the other hand, running as they do fran 
34-38, they tally perfectly within the system which is known to 
have been employed by Philinpus Philadelphus. Various views have 
been put forward as to the starting-point of that system. M. 
Babelon suggested 111 B.C. (Rois de Syrie, p. clxix) on the 
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ground that this corresponded with the ascertained era of Tripolis 
and Sidon. His suggestion is now confirmed by epigraphic evidence 
which at the same time entirely explains the significance of the 
date. In a letter, first published in the Journal of Hellenic 
Studies for 1888 and afterwards fully discussed by U. Wilcken in 
Hermes for 1894 (1) (a reference I owe to the kindness of Mr. E. 
R. Bevan), we find Antiochus VIII (Grypus) making the year of 
his return from Aspendus (111 B.C.) the commencement of a new 
epoch. So far as I am aware, this method of reckoning does not 
appeer upon his coins. But there need be no surprise at its being 
adopted by his son Philippus or by Tigranes, who served himself 
heir to the latter's possessions. It follows that the silver be- 
longing to our Period II. was struck between 77 and 73 B.C. 


Copver. 


To the same period must be given a series of copper pieces 
that agree in types, in style, and in inscription with the dated 
drachms. A characteristic specimen is figured in B. M. C., Pl. 
XXVII. 10. An apparent exception is described by M Babelon {Rois 
de Syrie, p. 213, No. 15) as reading BAZIAEQS TICPANOY, I am 
convinced, however, by an examination of the corresponding plate 
(XXIX. 10), that this coin does not differ from others of the 
seme class. If it actually hes BAZIAE&@E, this is a mere en- 
graver's blunder such as has produced the curious variety of leg- 
end in th B.M. coin to which I have referred, where the word 
BASIAEQN is both retrograde and inverted. Stray letters or mono- 
grams occasionally make their appearance on the reverse. Of these 
I cannot offer any explanation. It falls to be added that the 
class contains two denominations, which differ markedly in weight 
and size, the first being probably twice the value of the second. 
My list of weights is as follows:- 

(4) 20.32 (Hunter)? @.64, 7. 73,-6.63 (ald. in Bats); -7,80 

(Paris). 

(ii) 4.63 (B.M.); 3.39 (Hunter). 

A third variety of copner must also be assigned to this 
period. The solitary example I have met with is B. if. C., Pl. 
XXVII. 11. The reverse type is Herakles standing. But the inscrip- 
tion, combined with the style of the obverse, renders it impossible 
to place it elsewhere. The weight is 6.15 grammes. 


PERIOD III 
DATED. STYLE POOR. TITLE BASIAER2S 
Silver. 


The silver coins of the third period are rare. I know only 


1. Hermes. Vol. XXIZ., op. 436 ff. 


i 
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of three or four tetradrachms, which may be thus described:- 

Obv.- Head of Tigranes r., wearing Armenian tiara, decorated 
with eight-rayed star and simple volute; bead and reel 
border. 

Rev.- BASIAERS (to r., downwards). TICPANOY (to 1., down- 
wards). Tyche draped, seated 1. on rock, stretching 
out r. hand and holding cornucopiae in 1.; beneath her 
feet, river-god, swimming to front; in field 1l., mono- 
grams and letters; in ex., date; all within wreath. 

(ee We Cag Pl SeVEL: Sf 

The style of these pieces is coarse. Some characteristic 
differences from Period I. may be pointed out. On the obverse 
decoration of the tiara is less elaborate, while the treatment of 
the flap shows marks of deterioration. On the reverse the type is 
so much changed that I doubt whether it can be interpreted as a 
representation of Antioch at all. May not the coins have been 
struck elsewhere? Again, the figure looks to 1. instead of to r., 
and holds a cornucopiae, not a palm-branch. Further, the rock on 
which she is seated is highly conventionalised (2). Lastly, the 
position of the river-god is altered. 

The letters in the field need not detain us long. A orA, 
whatever it may mean, occurs on all of the specimens known to me. 
For the rest, SEO? (B. M. C., Pl. XXVIT. 5.) is obviously a mag- 
istrate's name, while analogy would lead us to say the same of N 
which occupies a similar place on a Paris tetradrachm (Babelon, 
Rois de Syrie, p. 214, No. 16). The monogram A appears both in 
the first and in the third periods. It has long been recognised 
that the dates in the exergue refer to the Seleucid era. Two are 
certain— BME (242) in London (M.!t. C., Pl. XXVII. 5), and [Ms 
(243) in Paris (Babelon, Rois de Syrie, Pl. XXIX. 11). A third 
is doubtful— AMS (241) in Paris (Babelon, op. cit., po. 214, No. 
16). These determine the apparent limits of our third period, 


71-69 E.Cc. 
Copper. 


The copper can be dealt with very briefly. A glance at B. M. 
C., Pl. XXVII. 7, will leave no room for doubt as to its close 
connection with the silver. It is true that there are no dates, 
any more than there are on the copper coinage of Period II. But 
types and style are identical. If further confirmation were 
needed, it could be got from the magistrates’ names. Thus, CEO¢ 
and N, which we have seen on silver, occur again on the copper 
(2. M. Cy, Pl. KXVII 7, and p. 104, No. 9). The weights indicate 
that there are two denominations of this variety. The following 
is a list:- 

(i) 8.42, 7.58 (both in B. M 


-); 8.2 (The Hague); 7.55, 
7.45, 5.80 (all in Paris); . 


6.41, 6.09, 6.02 (allHunter). 


2. So much so, indeed, that on the corresponding copper coins it 
has sometimes been taken to be part of the legend (=OQEOY), 
e.g. Ramus (i., p. 302), and Gough's Coins of the Seleucidae 


(Pl. xxiii. 9) 
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(ii) 4.04 (Hunter); 3.2.(The Hague). 

To coplete the analogy with Periods I. and II., there ought 
to be a third denomination of copper, differing in the type of 
the reverse from the two, and coming midway between them in 
weight. That is possibly to be found in Babelon, Rois de Syrie, 
Pl. XXIX. 14, which has on the obverse a head of Tigranes in the 
later style, and on the reverse a standing figure of Tyche. It 
is true that the Paris example is very light /3/; but there is a 
specimen at Copenhagen which weighs 4.15. 

Such,it seems to me, isa fair statement of the numismatic 
data with which historians of Tigranes I. have to reckon. This 
is hardly the place to speculate on any conclusions that might 
be deduced from them. 


George MacDonald. 
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Among the finest treasures of Greek numismatics in Asia we must 
give first place to the splendid tetradrachms of Mithidrates and 
Tigranes, two rulers of cultured tastes whose active reigns earned 
then the title of "Great". No coin of the Syrian Seleucids, nor 

of the Egyptian Ptolemies, can be compared with the superb portraits 
of the kings of Pontus and Armenia..... 


"The History of the Armenian People" Jacques de Morgan 
pe 98, 1965, Boston, Mass., U.S.A. 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE * 


ABGARIANS, Mesrop. Armenian Coins of Ancient History, "Asbarez' 
Los Angeles, Vol. 70 (5695), Wednesday, July 19, 1978, p. 4 of 
Weekly English Language Edition, illus. 


The main types of coins of Tigranes II and Artavasdes II are 
mentioned and the rulers succeeding them are listed. Abgarians 
opines on latter Artaxiads by adding that the determined kings 
continued to strike coins in their names, though on a very 
limited scale. YTN 


BEDOUKIAN, Paul. A large Hoard of Coronation Trams of Levon I, 
"Handes Amsorya", Vienna, Vol. XC, No. 1-12 (Jan. - Dec. 1976), 
pp- 409-439, 5 pp catalogue and 2 pl. Armenian summary. 


According to medieval historians, Levon received the right to a 
throne in 1197 when he started striking his minor series coins. 
The obverse was patterned after the contemporary bracteates of 
Henry VI of the Holy Roman Empire and the reverse displayed a 
single lion turned to left. However, for his coronation he re- 
ceived two crowns, one from Henry VI of Holy Roman Empire and 
another from Alexius III of Byzantium. Upon his coronation, 

Levon struck the coronation tram with two lions, symbolizing the 
two crowns sent by the two emperors, concludes Bedoukian. The 
hoard of 800 silver coronation trams discovered recently is cate 
logued and arranged according to style and completeness of legend. 
In the entire hoard, there are 41 obverse and 111 reverse die va 
rieties. The author points out that the styling is excellent and 
in all cases the reverse long cross is entirely within thecircle; 
a comparison with artistic regular trams, where the upper part of 
the cross is in the circle, indicates that the coronation dies 
were used for a short period. YTN 


BEDOUKIAN, Paul and Victoria. Thirty Centuries of Armenian Metal 
Art, an Exhibit From the Collection of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian - 


Gntuntu nupne Swy waneGun dvbunw gneguiwuntu Sp. ny 2. 
TEE juruguensey, AGBU Gallery, New York, 1978, 2k pp, 
illus. Bilingual in English and Armenian. 


An exhbit catalogue of the coins of the Orontids, Artaxiads, 

Kiurke, Abagha Khan, Cilician Armenia; Armenian medallions, seals, 
jewelry, religious objects, arms, etc. All presented objects are 
described and in many cases the inscriptions are published. YIN 


ETCHMIADZIN, Artsat'ya mi Medalion (XIII Dar) - Unéwftjw Up 
Jbnu pnt (¢% nun silver medallion entury)/, 
chmiadzin”, Etchmiadzin, Armenia, USSR, Vol. XXXV, No. 2 
(Feb. 1978), p. 32, illus. In Armenian. 


An Armenian silver seal is presented to the museum of Etchmiadgzin 
Holy See, which belongs to the Cilician Armenian kingdom period. 

The seal displays the "Agnus Dei" to right, a cross with flag 

and legend Ufus. YTN 
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HAYRENIKY DZAYN. Hin Dramneri Arzhek'tavor Havak'tatsu - fu 

Uubnh wpdtpudnn Swywpwdnt / A valuable collection of 
ancient coins/, "Hayreniky Dzayn", Yerevan, Armenia, U.S.S.R., 
Oct. 12, 1977, No. 41 (637), p. 6. In Armenian. 


Ancient coins were donated to the State Historical Museum of 
Armenia by Krikor Mazloumian along with a rare manuscript to the 
Matenadaran /repository of ancient manuscripts/ of Yerevan. The 
collection. sent on Sept. 27, 1977, consists of 102 pieces of 
coins which include Cilician Armenian coins, a gold piece of 
Lucius Verus, and a medieval ring-~seal. YTN 


KARAPETIAN, Margo. Harstanum 6 Dramagitakan Havak'atsun - Suipu- 
muunelt & wlwghnuhwu Swfawpwoneu /The numismatic collection 
A ro spe rene depo ety Nov. 23, 1977, No. 57 (643), 
p. 7, illus. In Armenian. 


The gifts of coin hoards, medallions, and seals sent to the 
State Historical Museum of Armenia, 1932-1971, and the contrib- 
Utors are mentioned with a special "thank you" article. YT 


KARAPETIAN, M. E. Hayots' Ttagavor Levon Arajini Otsman Dramneré - 
Swng fdwquenn Loynv waw2pup odvwu npwluban /the coronation 
trams of Armenian King Levon I/, "Hanrapetakan errord gitakan 
konferans, nvirvats Hayastani mshakuyt'i ev arvesti problemnerin" 
papers read on May 4-7, 1977, Yerevan, Academy of Sciences of 
Armenian SSR, Istitute of Arts, Yerevan, Armenia, U.S.S.R., 
1977, pp. 39-40. In Armenian. 


N 


The author has delivered a paper concerning the coronation trams 
of Levon I. The most reliable iconographic source verifying the 
coronation are the coins which have reached us. They constitute 
one percent of the total Cilician Armenian coinage, struck ac- 
cording to eastern metrological standards. They remained in cir~ 
culation for a long time, and were issued in Tarsus city with dif- 
ferent dies. YTN 


KHATCHATRIAN, J. G. Hayastani Ush Hellenistakan Darashr jani 
Medalyonnere - suywunuuh nip $6, bupumuywt npwpwrppuup cb- 
wiynuubunn /The medallions of Armenia of late Hellenistic era/ 
tadtrepet ean errord konferans, nvirvats Hayastani mshakuyt'i 
ev arvesti problemnerin", papers read on May h-7, 1977, Yerevan, 
Academy of sciences of Armenian S.S.R., Institute of Arts, 
Yerevan, Armenia, U.S.S.R., 1977, pp. 32-33. In Armenian. 


The author has delivered a paper concerning the medallions of 
Armenia of the late Hellenistic period. Five of the discovered 
medallions are gold plated silver, found in the baronial tomb of 


* The latest Library of Congress/Washington, D.C. Armenian trans- 
literation system is being utilized. Bulletin 121/Spring 1977, 
p- 2l. This will be reprinted at a later date. 
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Sisian; four of them in gold discovered in Armavir; and another 
in gold found in Kamo. The medallions of Armavir and Kamo are 
made of fine foil gold. The medallions of Armavir are prepared 
from the same die. The author concludes that the style of medal- 
lions reflect local eastern tradition influenced by Hellenistic 
art. YTN 


MacKENZIE, Kenneth M. Armenian Church Tokens Used _in the Otto- 
man Empire, "International Bank Note Society Journal” London, 


Vol. XVIT (1978), No. 2, pp. 85-94, illus. 


Due to the chaotic monetary system of the Ottoman Empire in the 
second half of XIX century, the small change was extremely scarce. 
To overcome this critical shortage, small change was supplemented by 
cardboard tickets, metal discs, and paper tokens by private es- 
tablishments and Christian churches. The article deals with the 
few known paper tokens used in the districts and churches of the 
Arm nian Apostolic Church under the authority derived from the 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. The tokens studied were used by 
the churches at the following locations: The church of Sivas, 5 
paras; Archangel church of Balat, 10 paras; the Mother church of 
Kumkapi, 10 paras; the church with the pond of Kumkapi, 10 paras; 
the church with the stairs of Kumkapi, 20 paras; the church of 
St. John of Gadik Pasha, 10 paras; the church of St. Stephen, of 
Yesilkjy, 10 paras. YTN 


MOUSHEGHIAN, Kh. A. Dramakan Shrjanarut'ian Skzbnaworumé Hayas- 
tanum- - Fnudwlwt spfwuunnipbws ubqpuuinpnedp Suywunwinid 
/The beginning of monetary circulation in Armenia/, "Handes 
Amsorya", Vienna, Vol. XC, No. 1-12 (Jan. - Dec. 1976), pp. 
441-470, illus. In Armenian. 


The earliest coins discovered in Armenia, VI-V century B.C., are 
found as a few specimens, registered in Ayrarat and Siwniq dis- 
tricts of Armenia. Mousheghian concludes that these were not in- 
cidental, but evidence pertaining to economic life. The coins of 
Western Armenia Achaemenid satrap Tiribazus are issued in the 
Cilician cities of Issus, Mallus, Soli, and Tarsus, 386-380 B.C. 
The names of Tiribazus and the cities are inscribed in Greek and 
also in bilingual Greek and Aramaic. The coins of Eastern Armenian 
satrap Orontas (Yerouand) are issued in the cities of Lampsacus, 
Cisthene, and Clazomenae of Asia “inor, 362 B.C. The portraits on 
the coins of Orontas are the only official testament mentioned 
for Armenian viceroy Yerouand in the Armenian political history 
at the decline of Achaemenid domination. YT 


MOUSHEGHIAN, Kh. A. Gandz - 4wud/Coin hoard/, "Haykakan Sovet- 
akan Hanragitaran", Vol. 2, Academy of Sciences of Armenian SSR, 
Yerevan, Armenia, 1976, p. 685. In Armenian. 


The author explains the meaning of a coin hoard or treasure. Two 
explanations are given. 1. Coins removed from circulation and 
hidden as wealth, accumulation of valuable ornaments or objects. 
2. Valuable objects buried in the: ground whose ownership cannot 
be proven. YTN 
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